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Analyzing the craft of metamodeling  
 
Abstract: The construction of a precise metamodel is a central activity in model-driven development, since the 
metamodel drives the definition of models semantics, the construction of editors, etc. Despite the central role of 
metamodels, metamodeling is still a craft and there exist very little support for metamodelers to learn from previous 
experiences or to assist the analysis of metamodels. In this talk I will go through recent works developed in the Triskell 
team, which aim at better understanding metamodeling activities. We learned about existing metamodels through the 
first empirical investigation on existing metamodels coming from industry, academia and from a standardization 
organization. We also developed several algorithms and tools to extract meaningful slices from a metamodel, in order 
to assist visualization and analysis of metamodels.  
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