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Victor Ostromoukhov

Haeckel’s Kunstformen
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History: Paleolithic

• Often representations, 
even literalistic

• Captures the anatomy 
and movement of 
animals

• Artists did not create 
their own media, but 
accepted what nature 
gave them

Circa 17.000 BC

History: Neolithic

• New modes of life

• Artificial objects

• Artistic production 
encompasses the 
entire object

• Separation of the 
object and its 
ornament: separate 
artifacts

Circa 5.700 BC

History: Neolithic

• Ornament is now 

extraneous to the 
object

• Often stereotypical

Circa 5.700 BC

History: Neolithic

• Often stereotypical

• Almost infinite scope 

for variations

• Laid the foundation 

for contemporary 

ornament 

Circa 2.600 BC

History: The last 5000 years

• A creative explosion

• Not everything is new

West African mud house, circa 1888
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History: The last 5000 years

• New modes: 

ornamental writing

• Balance between 

stylization and 
literalism

Book of Kells, VIII centuryChinese, 
circa 300 BC

History: The last 5000 years

• Bilateral Symmetry

Byzantine, VI century

History: The last 5000 years

• Bilateral Symmetry

• Animal Ornament

Bactrian, I century

History: The last 5000 years

• Bilateral Symmetry

• Animal Ornament

Chinese, IV century BC

A Paradigm of Cultural Exchange

• Paisley Pattern

• Multiple factors: material 

and technique, fashion, 

international trade and 
artistic invention

A Paradigm of Cultural Exchange

• The Medallion style

Late Roman Empire, V century
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A Paradigm of Cultural Exchange

• The Vine-scroll

Egyptian, XIV century BC

Greek, IV century BC

A Paradigm of Cultural Exchange

• The Vine-scroll

Greek, VI century BC

China, V century

A Paradigm of Cultural Exchange

• The Vine-scroll

Italy, VIII century

Italy, XVI century

Ogival Patterns

Roman North, II century
Samarkand
VII century

Ogival Patterns

Owen Jones, XIX century

Italy, XV century

The rosette and star motif

Assyria, IX century BC
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The rosette and star motif Celtic Knotwork

Celtic Knotwork Celtic Scrolls

Early Celtic Spirals Islamic patterns

• Three Components:

– Calligraphy

– Stylized plant motif

– Pure geometric motif
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William Morris,
1894

William Morris,
1866

William Morris,
1892

Rhythmized Foliation

• A repetitive or recycling linear pattern

• The periodic formation of a scroll shape

• The periodic emergence of a radiation or 
dilating figure emerging from the scroll that 

is usually, but not always, 

conventionalized from plant forms 
(foliation)

Computer-Generated Floral Ornament
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Computer-Generated Floral Ornament Computer-Generated Floral Ornament

Computer-Generated 

Floral Ornament

• Conformation to 

geometric 
constraints

Computer-Generated Floral Ornament

Computer-Generated Floral Ornament
Computer-
Generated 
Floral 
Ornament



3/30/2009

8

Computer-Generated Floral Ornament


